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HOME OF MR. RIDLEY F. TAYLOR, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 

A HOUSE MADE ENTIRELY OF MONOLITHIC RE-ENFORCED CONCRETE 



A HOME OF SUBSTANTIAL AND ARTISTIC FEATURES 



By Albert Marple 



HERE is a home of the better type that is 
strictly "at home" in the city, in the suburbs 
or in the country. In the construction of 
this residence the artistic and substantial qualities 
of concrete are conclusively demonstrated. It is 
located at Long Beach, California, and was planned 
and constructed by the owner, Ridley F. Taylor, at a 
cost of a little less than $25,000. This home is 
made entirely of monolithic re-enforced concrete, 
this meaning that the entire home is practically 
one solid piece of this material. In addition to the 
fourteen rooms, which are conveniently grouped 
about an open-air patio, there are two porches and a 
sun parlor. In addition to the dwelling itself the 
surrounding features are made of concrete, even to 
the chicken houses. The durable features upon this 
place go to show what may be done with this lasting 
material. 

This dwelling is a one-story structure built on 
what is known as "Spanish" lines. It takes up a 
ground space of 50 x 63 feet, being located upon a 
lot 118 x 186 feet in size. The parking at the front 
has a width of 24 feet and at the side of 18 feet. 

The patio is one of the main features of this 
home. It is 16 x 36 feet in size, and the floor and the 
walls are of concrete, while the roof consists of a 
netting of copper wire, laced by means of copper 
wire to galvanized iron rafters, this being No. 6 
electrically welded and having a 6-inch mesh. The 
use of this copper wire prevents rust marks on the 
concrete. Inside this court are a fountain, flower 
boxes, hanging baskets, etc., all made of cement. 
The boxes stand two feet high, having a top meas- 
urement of 12 x 36 inches. At night this patio is 
lighted by eight globe lights, one of which is located 
above one of the flower boxes. By the potted palms, 
ferns and flowers of various kinds this patio is con- 
verted into a veritable garden. One important fact 
about this home is that each of the principal rooms 
is connected by French doors with the patio. Every 
day the sun shines, its rays enter all of the rooms 




Floor 



during some part of the day, while some of the 
rooms get the sunlight from two directions — both 
morning and afternoon. 

This home faces northeast, but to make the de- 
scription easier we will call it an east front. The 
living-room, size 15/6 x 24 feet, we find on the north- 
east corner. This is an unusual room, but withal it 
is comfortable and pleasing. The walls and ceiling 
have been left in their plain, unfinished state. The 
woodwork used for the forms was especially se- 
lected for grain and as a result the grain was 
plainly transferred to the concrete, in which con- 
dition it has been left, it being of a drab color. 
Across the ceiling, running north and south, are 
three concrete beams, while at either end is a half- 
beam. The floor consists of red terra cotta tile, six 
inches square, inlaid in black cement, while around 
the edge is a 9-inch border of brown cement. By 
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actual count there 
are a thousand 
tile in this floor. 
By day this room 
is lighted by a 10- 
foot plate - glass 
window at the 
front, while at the 
north side there 
are two 2x4 lights 
and on the south 
side is a pair of 
6 - foot French 
doors. The elec- 
t r i c a 1 fixtures 
consist of two 2- 
light chandeliers 
and seven bracket 
lamps, these as 
well as the other 

hardware of this room being in hammered copper. 
The finish and furniture are of oak. A novel fea- 
ture of the living-room is the brazier or fireplace, 
which is located a little to the front of the center of 
the room and which is open on all sides. The basin 
and hood of this feature are of hammered copper, 
while the spark shield is a netting of copper wire. 
The basin is six inches deep and four inches from 
the floor and its sides serve as footrests. The 
"neck" of the hood is twelve inches in diameter, 
while the bottom is four feet square. One of the 
attractive points about this brazier is that after the 
fire has started nicely the hood may be raised for 
as much as three feet so that it does not in any way 
obstruct the view of those gathered around the four 
sides of the fire. 

The den, 8x9 feet, is located directly behind the 
living-room. There is a 12-inch painted base around 
this room, while it has papered walls with scenic 
border and tinted ceiling. 

The family bedroom is located just behind the 
den. It is 12 x 15/6 feet in size, having 12-inch cove 
ceiling, this being for the purpose of supporting a 
5x5, 18-inch deep cupola or skylight. At the sides 
of this cupola are four chipped glass sash. The 
walls are covered with light gray linen-finish paper 
with ribbon border, while the ceiling is tinted a light 
gray. On the north side are three casement windows, 
and double French doors, opening onto the patio. 

Only an arch- 
way divides the 
family bedroom 
from the sewing 
alcove, which is 
papered in a tint 
similar to the bed- 
room. 

A pass hall 
leads between the 
sewing alcove and 
the bathroom 
from the family 
bedroom to the 
children's bed- 
rooms, one be- 
ing finished in 
pink, the other 
in light green. 
These rooms have 
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hammered copper 
hardware and fix- 
tures, while the 
doors are slash- 
grain pine ve- 
neered in natural 
finish, the sash 
and casing being 
finished in white. 
Passing south 
from these rooms, 
we enter the 
guest bedroom, 
which is 11 x 16 
feet in size. It is 
finished in ma- 
hogany, and 
double F re n c h 
doors lead out to 
the patio. 
In the maid's room the Oregon pine veneered 
doors are in natural finish, while the casings and 
sash are white. Immediately in front of the maid's 
room are the laundry and plunge. The laundry is 
8x8 feet and is equipped with stationary wash- 
tubs, electrical appliances, etc. The plunge room is 
6x8 feet and is equipped with lavatory and toilet. 
The plunge proper occupies one-half of this room 
and is three feet below the remaining portion. It 
is guarded by an iron railing, and contains a 
shower. 

The screen-porch, 9 x 12 feet, is located immedi- 
ately in front of the two last-described rooms. It 
has built-in closets and drawers, toilets and lava- 
tory and is finished in brown and tan paint. From 
the porch the stairs lead to the roof and French 
doors open onto the patio. The kitchen is 9 x 15/6 
and is a cabinet affair. It has blue wainscoating 
to a height of five feet, above which it is enameled 
white. Here we find a 4 x 4 cooling closet with 
cement shelves, cold water tank, with connection to 
the patio, etc. Below the 2/3 x 6 window is a 
cement sinkboard 2x9 feet. The pass pantry, 
where we find sink and drainboard, cupboards, 
shelves, drawers, two 2x2 casement windows, etc., 
runs between the kitchen and the dining-room. 

The dining-room is one of the most home-like apart- 
ments in the entire dwelling. It is 16/6 x 18 feet in 
size and is papered to a height of five feet in a dark 

brown leather ef- 
fect, matching the 
oak woodwork and 
furniture. Above 
this paper, on the 
various sections of 
the wall, are hand- 
painted California 
scenes. Two con- 
crete beams run 
north and south 
across the tinted 
ceiling. The elec- 
tric fixtures con- 
sist of a 4-light 
chandelier and 
four single-light 
beam fixtures. 
This room has a 
10-foot plate glass 
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window at the 
front, a bevel 
glass door to the 
front porch, an 
arch to the sun 
parlor and French 
doors to the patio, 
while on the south 
there are two 
casement win- 
dows 4x4 feet. 
The metal work is 
entirely in ham- 
mered copper. 
Here we find 
built - in buffet 
with drawers for 
silver and cup- 
boards for glass- 
and china ware. 
On the south side is a 6-foot fireplace with cement 
shelf, facing a hearth. Behind the dining-room is 
the breakfast-room, which has doors to kitchen, 
dining-room and patio. This is 8 x 8 feet and the 
walls are covered with Oriental paper with much 
handwork decoration. Here we find Oregon pine 
woodwork in natural finish, and black hammered 
copper fixtures. 

The sun parlor lies directly in front of the patio 
and is connected with the living and dining-rooms 
by means of arches, above which are box lights of 
brown art glass. This sun parlor has a 10-foot 
plate-glass window on either side, one looking onto 
the porch, the other upon the patio, permitting a 
view from the street to the patio and vice versa. 
The floor has a panel of 6 x 6-inch tiling, while the 
roof consists of art glass work. The field of this 
glass is light blue upon which a pergola of brown 
has been placed. Interlaced among the beams of 
this pergola is a rose vine bearing pink and dark 
red roses. This roof is protected by a %-inch mesh 
screen placed above it. In the corner of this sun- 
parlor are concrete flower shelves. The front 
porch is 11 x 16 feet and lies half within and half 
without the wall line of the home. On the sides of 
the extension are oblong archways, while in the 
center of the floor is a panel of tiling, which panel 
effect is continued along the center of the approach 
between the porch and the front sidewalk. The 
home has a cement-like basement 11 x 16 feet, with 
cement shelves, etc., while a well-equipped dark 
room opens off the patio near the rear of same. 

The doors of this home are known to the trade as 
"slab doors," being 
flush with the wall. All 
dust - catching picture 
moulding, base, stool, 
and casing have been 
eliminated, an effort 
being made to do away 
with woodwork, there- 
by trimming down the 
work of the house- 
keeper. All windows 
have 6-inch transoms, 
and where two or three 
windows are grouped 
single-light transoms 
extend across all of 
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them. The ar- 
rangement of the 
windows is orig- 
inal with the own- 
er. The casement 
windows swing 
outward, the 
screens being 
hung outside and 
protected against 
the weather. The 
hanging of the 
curtains to the 
sash outside the 
screen makes it 
possible to use 
one long blind 
across the several 
windows. Except- 
ing where other- 
wise stated, the floors are of concrete, the ceilings 
being nine feet high. The patio permits an agreeable 
accessibility from one part of the home to another. 
The burning of a single light in the patio at night 
permits safe walking through any of the rooms. 

The first step in building this home was to erect 
the forms up to the floor level. During the laying 
of the concrete in these the horizontal steel re- 
enforcing rods were installed. The vertical rods 
were inserted just as soon as there was sufficient 
concrete in the forms to hold them in position. 
When this concrete was sufficiently settled the floor 
slab was poured. After this had properly set the 
wall forms were built and the concrete and steel of 
the walls were placed. The pouring of the fire 
walls and the roof slab was accomplished when the 
walls had become perfectly hard. The concrete 
brackets for the awnings over the windows were 
made ten or twelve days before the walls were run 
and were set into the walls so as to insure a. good 
bond. After the removing of the forms the 2% -inch 
slabs under the red mission tile of the awnings 
were placed. The outside walls are six inches thick, 
re-enforced by % and %-inch twisted steel rods, 
two feet on centers. The beams are re-enforced by 
Kahn bars, while the roof and floor slabs are three 
inches in thickness and are re-enforced by electric- 
ally welded fabric, having No. 3 and No. 8 wires, 
the No. 3 wires running longitudinally. The in- 
terior partitions are of Class A construction, being 
of wire, lath and plaster. 

Many features outside the home have also been 
made of concrete. At the sides concrete pergolas 

serve to "shut in" the 
rear yard. These are 
entirely of concrete, the 
columns being 12 inches 
in diameter at the base 
and 10 inches at the 
top. The main beams 
are 6x8 inches, while 
the crossbeams are 4x6 
inches. Other concrete 
features are the garage, 
rear fence, chicken and 
duck houses, brooder 
and incubator houses, 
driveway and standard 
for clothes drier. 



